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was made in 1860, and revised in 1879.1 Amend-
ments require a three quarters vote in each of the two
political organs of the state, the Senate and the Bur-
gerschaft*

The executive power is vested in the Senate, which
occupies, in fact, a position analogous to that of the
monarch in the other German States, subject, however,
to the important limitation that it cannot dissolve the
Biirgerschaft. It appoints the officials, has the usual
right of the crown to issue ordinances to complete the
laws, appoints the delegate to the Bundesrath, and
gives him his instructions. It chooses every year from
its members a burgomaster, but this officer only presides
over the body, and is in no sense the head of the ad-
ministration. On the contrary, the executive work is
divided among the senators, one or more of whom are
placed at the head of each of the nine departments.
The Senate consists of eighteen members, of whom
nine must be learned in the law, and seven must have
been merchants.3 They are chosen for life, are paid,
and are obliged to accept the office, but are permitted
to resign after they have served six years, or have
attained the age of seventy.4 The method of election
is peculiar, for when a vacancy occurs, the Senate
chooses four of its members to serve on a nominating

1 Those of Bremen and Liibeck were made in 1854 and 1851 respec-
tively, and both were slightly modified in 1875.

a In Bremen an affirmative vote of a majority of all the members in
each body is enough.

8 In Bremen ten of the eighteen must be learned in the law, and five
musfbe merchants. In Liibeck the Senate consists of fourteen members.

4 In Bremen, service is not compulsory.
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